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The Rhine Barrier

Marghial Fooh declares that “the Thine
is the natural frontier which will protect
civilization.” Al the world
eoberly what he says: e does not speak
as & politi thinking in
terms of nationul agerandizenient. EFis
view 13 simply thit of the elear-eved sol-
dier who has fourht and won the battle
of civilization and who wants to con-
serve the fruits of victory,

“The Rhine 1s the gpuarvantee of peace
for all nations who have shed their
blood in the cause of liberty.” 8o the
Allied generalissimo holids, France made
the greatest sacrifice to that rause.
session of the Rhine barrier would help
greatly to guarantes her against a vepe-
tition of that saeritice, But the guaran-
tee would be not for France alone. It
would Hold also for Western Europe and
for the Allied nations which have just
freed themselv the of
(rerman frichtfulness.

Foch's military judegment cannol #is-
ily be disputed. What if the safeguards
of a leapue of nations turned out after
all to be uprds? The
pountries which have felt the testh and
elaws of bieast cannot be
blamed for demanding other safernards,
A Ger fined behind the barrier

must note

aty, He is not

Pos=-

from menace

only paper safogr

the German

any oo

uld havdly be able ggain

fopet that fo I in France and Bel-
gium from  which it took the Allied
armies mure than fouwr years to disle

ire

Her

vrepared to conquer West-

when she annexed Alsice
t 1871 [rn the Lreart
hine she alrendy pos-

line nof

a sally-
territory.

her

woon (he | Province
s Erame But the (iermans
violate Belgian neuttality
ind z second avenue of inva-
towari
Iy i »of Beleium
I From a
woulid be no
Adeguntely
and France, the
of W v wottld
to the
TRt o Healland.
That would mean that Germ v, intend-
g to atfack Western Earope upain,

would have first of all to ¢lear the gredit-
est gingle ot

acie nature has placed in
the way of armice marching woest out
of Prus:

Even
the Rhine w
of mol on on the west
= garded by the fortresses of Col
Coblenz ¢ Mainz, Iteguld stil] =ervi,
S84t did in 1270, with the Rhine Proy-
e and Rhenish Bayaria as “juniping
off” points Levond. If it were elimi-
nated Germacy would have to po Lack
many nd construet new systems
i
by nag  supeestions
i to | al reconstruaction.
That is His field, German terrl-
0ry west of the Rhine might he com-
“ttied iy endent small State,
Etraliz: Helgium is or as Luxem
FERH, thie Al etaining military con
Nint 1 Fut these wpe rpiestions
1 i Py liey are Te
f Hurope, Muarshal
i Cbry
oT L ae il €T
L Linr ) G,
Germar Lol pirations, o wisll
B Germar trinti sentiment,. wenre
f"’“"' “ e Wacht am Rhoin™
Beh rrigre rrin the facts:s of the mill
STY WitUating against the Germans when
_JI i L {Hofad Gerr 1ne
Khine
Our Disappearing Army
e :J'l'.-'f'-': otk Huh toiddy a real
Sy M G’ have one until about @
AL g, It will epnse to hive one s
YAk & peace trenty aigrniod
s infortunute that the War Dé
artimen s ditk not pla gad for a peace
Sy, The principle of conseriptive sér-
W vindieatod iteolf s splendidly inoour
YaF cxperience thut it would have boer
AR recngnize it permaneney in

PESCR Yoo

3 7 The value of
Univers,|

Wainlng wan aluo overwhelm
ingt

"’?-? demanntrated, 1 Hught
e s 1

% A Made by thin time the buas
Hbure,

wLinn law,

to have

a0l aur
millitary pesdiey,
H‘ttﬂ:?.&l'.’{ Buker hag been reluctant o

army we have—the regular units except-
ed—and to create a stop-gap volunteer
force of B00,000 men. This would be
very largely a new army, since after the
peace treaty is signed the old regular
army will be rapidly depleted by the ex-
piration of enlistments. But even the
stop-gap, 500,000-volunteer army plan
has now been abandoned in favor of a
proviso continuing the organization of the
regular army for a vear from July 1
next, leaving its strength to be fixed by
executive order.

Many valuahle officers who might have
wone itto the new army are now being
mustered out. They may not want to
return a couple of years from now, And

popular interest in the military service: |

will inevitably be chilled by a reversion,
even temporarily, to the old type of vol-
untecr army.

We ought never to have again the sort
of army we had under the Hay act of
IH6. It is a pity that the foundations
of @ new military system were not laid
while the horrible example of the failure
of the old system was still fresh in the
public mind.

Writing Off a Billion on Ships

A vital guestion of public policy is in-
volved iy the proposition of Chairman
Hurley of the Shipping Board to werite
oft a billion dollars on the cost of ships
now under construction by the United
States government, rather than to at-
tempt to lower wages, The situation ap-
pears to be this:

The new tonnage contracted for by
the Shipping Board will cost on the pres-
ent basis something like $200 a ton.
This is roughly about three times the
market price for similar tonnage in the
two ar three years just preceding the
witr, At the present time it is stated

that such tonnage can be contracted for

in Enpland for abeut 110 a ton, It
was stated by the British Ministry of
Shipping at a recent interpellation of
Parliament that this price was partly due

to the fact that ship steel is supplied to
=

dimount to a virtual bonus of aliout $10
i ton,

Although shipbuilding wages in Eng-
land have also risen hieavily, they have
reached nothing  like the unheard-of
levels now prevailing in the United
States. At Hog Island, for example,
we labor Tuns as high as 06 cents an
fiour, which means nearly 8¢ for an ordi-
nary eight-hour day, with nn extra time
tharges.  Practically speaking, the gov-
ernment faces one of two alternatives:
it must either reduce these wages vory
sharply or else it must scale the cost by
writing off 4 large part of it. It js un-
lerstood that Chairman Hurley's propo-
dtion weuld amount to a veduction of
about 5100 2 ton on ten million tonz of
ships,  Only a small part of this ton-
nage is as yet completed.

It is highly probable that under pres-
ent conditions the rates for ship steel in
the United States could be considerably
sealed down, though this would again
depend in part upon the wages prevail-
ing in the steel trade. These have rizen
nearly 100 per cont over 10714,

The importance of this scaling is oot
wenerally undevstood. A laree part of
o cargo vessel's cost of operation de-
pends upon its first, or building, cost. On
this depend charges for depreciation, in-
terest and insurance, awhich make up
mueh the larger part of the totul. Wages
on the freicht boats are relatively
small item.  'The government could not
sell its ships on the present cost basis.
But it 1= understood that Novwerian and
GLaer -hjhillrlj_" ierests arein the Amer-
10h ar

i a favorable price hisis

i

contraet

il

PuY-

fivn he reached.

The guestion 12 whether the
mient shall pay the pregent level of ship-
butlding then
pavers foot A0 per cent or more of the
, or whether it shall take the bull by
the horns and gquarcly meet an inpos-
Thiz is a |;rnh-
which a Republivan Congress will

o neet.

OV

wapes  and let the tax-

sible eeonomic situation,
lem
k
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it might seem best to make our memorial
a park or a driveway or seholarships,
This. preliminary  competition  would |
give ample opportunity to produce all
the ideas availuble and submit them 1o |
public discussion for eriticism.

It is the plan of the architects that de-

cizion among these ideas or suggestions

tive eitizens chosen by such bodies as
the Chamber of Commerce, the Mer-
chants' Assoviation, the Fine Arts As-

shall be made by a jury of representy- i
sociation and so on,  Prizes are :~'1:;‘:—l

, gested in order to stimulate competition.

Madizon Sqtre will be |

Afterward there would be a technical
competition to select a design, if the
idea cliosen wis a matter of design.

We hape that this project will be car-
vied through.  Already it is plain that
however hezutiful the arch at Madison
Square may he in itself and however
fitting it is a5 a temporary greeting anid
symbol of vietory prave questions as
its location will avize. Neither semnietry
nor spice are thén to i,
essential that a more searching re-
of the whole quistion should he
made hefore nnunl action is taken, Both
to prevent artistic damace o the city
and to imsure a memorial acevrately ex-
prassing the city's emotion toward our
heroes. vompetition the s=ort (le-
sepibed Should be hold,

Moreover, it
is

View

[

1 of

The Luxurious West
The lower house of the Missouri Legis-
luture evidently does not hold with the

nld sehool which taught that nmortilicn-
tiun ol the flosh tended  tooexalt the
spivite A lund protest has gane up bie
faise the elinies af the vavious commit-
LU E AT (N T B TR RS "-'n-f':l[li!-ul Irens
deseribed iy Waltep 19 Fiitlos, $Spe

pro tem., “hard boltomed and steaight
hraverliedl TH it bes Trddsn Lo eais
nol prape iy wonsider the needs of the

cormarswventth nnless their bodies reeline
upon the apliolstercd variety of chair,

the kind, i fact, familiar to the grge
of any vigitor in lepidlative commiltens
romnd and sequestored corners of elubs
and hotel lobbites gerend, lether cushi-

ioned affiirs a0 which one reclines as on
flowery bals of ease.  The Missouri So-
lons, perched  on thew wiphtly heipght
overlooking the turbulont “Big Muddy,”

bseem o have forgotben those lines of
Pape which say:
“Stretehtd on the pack of & teo casy chair,

made permanaent without proper consid-
opation of ite merits and litness  still
not=ist, Mro Thomas Hastings, who has
charge of the peneral desipn, has ox-
pressed his own vdw alearly, and it oas
entirely sound.  Ouly after the present
tructure of plaster hay been built and
observorl and duly passed upon by the |
eIty and by the various artistie authori-
s dhres Hewtgrgest that the question of
W permmanent rmemorial o tiken 1p.
That does not appear to be the view GfF

I othose interested in the arch, however.
Therefore, the action of the ¢ity's
dapter of the American Institute of
Architeets ealling for a general eompeti-
tion of idens and plang is timely and
wileome,  The proposal 15 comprehensive
and browd minded. A preliminary compe-
titlan of jdedas and supeestions is askod,
For this lymun could the

Aty
idea Lednge that the memarinl 1o oor gol-

erter,
dhiers and saalors oupght to take any form
that may be decined most appropriate,
W should not start out with the adea
thabt 1 must neeessarily he manumenta)
or architeetural, much legs thal it must
he an arch or any particalnr type of
Let un say, to allustrate, that

sbrucltura,

And hoervd thy everlnsting sawn coyfeds

T Paing apl Pennlties 4]

I somewhat of shovlk;, of
course, to the voters of a stale so longe
devoted to the principles of Jeffersonian
simplicity leapn Lhat 1the eneryviting
luxuries of the rofter East have pone-
trated to repions where a fow rencra-
Liong ago the adze-hewn bench held the
forms of those who congregated to listen
to the eloquence of the preal Bento,
The legislutors aceused the Chapitol huild-
ing commission of earelessness in not
being more thoughtful of the comfort of
the members of the house,

of Tilleneus

may e 1

1

It would he
mnteresting to hear the commission's de-
fenee.  Possibly it thought chairs “huwd
Lottomed and stradght hacked' might he
an incentive to the rapid transaction of

husipess,
e S —

The comoullape unilts soon to disem-
hark here may expeet ap enthusiastie
welcome  from  the Hylan-Hearal com- |

millee,

“TheG reat Dry Mystery”’

Cammunications dhow (he publiv's reaction to the comiing af prohibition.

Po the Editor of The Tribune.
(glt(: In your leading editorial of Janu-
L) ary 16, “The Great Dey Mystery,” you
iy “The whole swift and hurried process
defies analysis or explanation.”

Nextoin importance to licking the Hun,
il digerediting Tlearst, comes the de-
slruction of the liguer teaffic, and why this
great event should preve such o “mystery”
ta The Tribune is probably beeause The
Tribune had no veiee or part in bringing
it owhout

In
Why
Lt

arder to pet a
of the

over

true exnplanation of
members various stute legis-
QLR THES one anothor in their
nuste to patify” The Tribune might gl &
ghimpse of light by communicating with ex-
Senutors Brown, Emerson and Weeks, who

oppeged  ratitication lust  vear, anpd who
were repliced in the Senate this year by
mon who were elocted pledgod to raticy,

The thrae ex-Senuptors mentioned are labop-
ing under no delusions a they
were retired to private life, and their ex-
planations, providing they can be obtained,
might help The Tribune aut of fog.
Ex-Congressmun Fairelild, whode vecord in
Cangress on prohibition measturss was da-
eldedly off ecolor, ean wlso tell The Trib-
ey af he will, why he was oblized to
glve way to IHill, eme of the framers of Lhe

o wliy

tho

HR-Wheeler bill, griving loeal wntion te
cities,  Congressmnn Hill was elected by
the latges! majority ever wiven & (on-
seessianul candidate: in this distriet.

You say “atave lowizglatures have  pok
been fomous for (hus  anticipating  the
poptilar will' A few object lessons [ike
thoae Just mentioned carry w0 persuas
Foreer an their meaniyg that s eorrectly

inberpested by logislatopy, even if to some
o gur greal  papers they mny  remain
nf our great papers it may remain a “igreat
mystery.” RAY BEARDSLEY.
Binrhamion, N, Y, Jun. 16, 1010,

o Ahe Editor of The Tribune

Sirr Your editorinl of westerduy, “The
Gt Dy My 'y quite euxy of solu-
tions  Aneconnmic boveott financed by Ger-
man Interssts araibst Grept Britnm and
Flranes, capeciglly the litter, s her reve-
nue feom this country is quite enndiderable

[rom hpr brandy and wine industries
New York: Jun.o 18, 10148, S b

Tothe BEditer of The Tribune

Sirs b ogeurs tooone citizen of this Re-
nublie an & curiously anti-Ally coineidence
thit thie German Theatre should announce

iorenpening to take plies in a few weeks
the day that the United States
whionld “eomnut thePutracity™ of taking the

(5] Sellne

s cfar son do take their hves when you
tike the monns wherehy they live") of the
sturving people of Frones nwd Ttaly by

pisaing the dee’ b, thus cutting off the

groatost pxport industry of the above numed

Abllied eountrics. 8. (L (L FAIRBANKS,
Lavrehmont, N, Y., Jan, 16, 1019

I the Thditor of The Tribune.
Sirs A great many intelligent and patri-
otic Americans are in oentire agreement

with fhe stutemont made in to-dny's Trib-

wne a0 o oditorind entitled “The Great
Dy Muystory, which td pa follows:

“The whole swift and hurricd process
deties analysts or esolunation. T4 atands,
for the present ot any rote, ene of the
wanders of our politien] history.”

Might it rot B worth while for The

Tribune to give publicity Lo the following
inguiries, und Lo press for answers to them,

in order that a mystified American public
| may get some light on this amazing and

mosl undemoeratie proceeding:
1. Is it u fact that a political and propa-
ganda fund of net less than $16,000,000

has heen used to hring aboul the passage,

through hoth houses of Congress, of the

joint resolution submitting the =o-called
prohibition amendment and te secure its
specidy and unveflecting adoption hy the
necessary number of state lepisletures?

2. Is it & fact that syslematic uze has
been made of thrests, terrarism and wven
blackminil to seeure funds in Congress and

| in the séveral state lepiglatures for (l)is
amendment ?

o ls a faot that this great fund has
heen raized in seercey and expended witl

| out publie secounting, in order to avoid the

| kmwow merzonally —and 1 know gquite a num-
|

unplensi etfectsof pulilieity and forn

gty
Why should not The Triliune noGH
thie lieht? 0, W, BARNES
Nuow York, Fan, 1§, 1999,

of The Tribhune

it

o the Editor
What i the cause for this wild ery
for prohibitlen? 1s it the fear on the part
of the politiclans’ of losing the women's

B

In that case thore is no noed foy ex-

vote?

eite women |

because among nll the

ber in dliferent pares of tho o
otherwize—th
prohibitivm

arnid e anly ore
who Won't the res-
tuitrants hoost their prices for food to

&

or
Eavoe

I extent wirowitl all be compelled to

et At ome?

The majority of

thist

peaple drink and very

Lrok what happened to liua-
)

Tew to excess,

sinl What & dreary countrzae will §

Is there o hope? ANNA S HARDING.
Ryooklen, Jag, 18, 1910.

Editor of The Tribune
Your lemding editoria]l to-duy, "The

i mystery,

Teo the
Sin:
Greal Dry Mystory,
myatery is why it
Tribune that legiiatures all over the coun:
try vioting: in fnvor ‘af
tional smendment which will make America
rll‘_ .

This should be no mystery to Tie
gne, which kas been earrying In news tol-
vmina  wnd editurial page datalled ge-
pounts of the way the brewing clement of
this country haa tried. in un-American ways
and with anti-American propaganda, to
!‘m‘rllpt the country, even uuing 50 far asa
tn purchase Jaily papers to be their mouth- |
piecs, Let me suepeat a few things for you
to think about
New York dailies, occasionally reflict
aantiments and foelings of the na‘ion nt |
large, ny contrasted with the sentiments of
New York Uity alone. For you are as well
WWATE 18 BRIV that New York is too
tnrgely populated by people of foreipn birth
for ita popular epinions and sentimenta to
e considered typieal of the rest of this
greast country.  Hut here are two or three
things for you and your veadera, if yvou
care Lo puhlish my letter) to think ahont:

1, Should the matter of prohibition he
left entirely 19 the votes of the moen aml
women who are native born; of nat ive par- |
ents, there can be no question of the re- |
sult, Lot meoadd, T know it iy pot sn lett, |
But [ am stating u theory to throw light on
fuets, For while there are doubtless wome
Amervieans who would bhe
e ey proportiongtely

igitgeila

8 any mystery to The

AT the epnstiti-

on

for you, at least, among

tive

one

nntive
am
nimbers,
&, Qutside those centies ol population
i f

b (7 RS |

Bl e few in

whore great foreign Lo groups are found,

most of our lowmakers are native born, of
native parer that is te zay, real and tmie
Americuns who desire the American spirit
ind American fdeals to rule, They feel —-and
I belivvae you will say rightly—that they not
only should represent the people who
eleeted them, but that they showld net, in

st doing, misreprosent the hest elements
of the communities from which they have
coime.

The Return

From Tha Cenfu

GL]IJ‘I—Z,\' through the golden morning.
Who is this that comes,
With the pride of banners lifted,

With the roll of drums?

With the self-same triumph <hin
In the ardent glance,

| That divine, bright fate-defiance

“Come to blend with

That you bore to Frunce

You! But o'er your grase in Flanders
Blow ‘the winter gales;

Still for sorrow of vour going
All lLife's laughter fails

Borne on flutes of dawn the answor:
“O'er the foam's white track,

God's work done, s0 to our homeland
Uomes her hosting back

“Come the dead men
From the marshea far,

From the mounds in no man's-valley,
Lit by eross nor star

with the live men

hers the essence
Of their strength and pride,
All the radianes v drenming

For whose truth they died

of t}

S0 the dead men with the tive
Pass an hosting fair,

men
And the stone ig rolled forever
From the soul’s despuir

ELEANOR ROGERS

Plus Tard

fFrom The Yale

CUOX

Heview')

ND later on, those sho are left will sav

Little about it; they will nol care to

tell

Much of those yvears
sull,

To practise law, relive in the old wasy

-

eontent to bLuy and

| The old quiet, humdrum round. One will
be gray,
A trifle bent, s trifle frail, and  well,

T“EIR futes shall
boy's wonder,

3, The war has heen a wonderful cure for |

blindness in more ways than one, and ene
of those ways has been in the reyvelation
to the thousands of thoughtful and sincere
Amerienns that there is more than 8 casual
connection betweoen the great hrewing in-
terssts and foreign propaganda, The Trib-
e nabie share in showing

has done its
this to Americans.

4. Amaric It
% extremely difficult far the New Yorker, in

the deep cunyons, of

as 0 whole is ‘American:

busy sireet

I

Visnalize s mighty tountry and to apnre-
cinte the faet that the country ws a whola
could, redlly smd traly, worry aling done
Fothere were o New Yok, Yet
miilions of peoplé who f
HODUT R = i ot
withyout s thves i
theerentest eity, and all that, Bt
w York is not the
horatine New I nm
fuet, [ hayw Hoen all over
el n i 1 Rnow

A =8y

thoesp

£ the myat

application of
for As

are. eing-muaid

trine, “America

those who

Americans,
sk

Stnmifornd, Conte Jan

ROBERT HUGH MORNRIS,

RRF B A R

}. Our Men in Italy ‘

Tw the Editorof The Tribune.

Sir: Tothese of (= who happen to hay
friends or relatives in military service in
lealy it wonld

nf thesn. and e

anil hue deal to be
about wi France, and it
| ot W sgquare

aaged country Lhat hag en-

pietured or deseribed. Rus

@ ¢ hod American trocps:-amid

uvistory in Traly for nearly a yvear now, it
is the rarest thing to find any mention o?
.« perhips, the
tion of that brilliant aviation
retired ), Major “Fiorello® I,

them in our newspipirs, wit

sotitary e
officer
Lu Guardia:

[ oW

Perhups some one can explain this seem-
ingly stidied neglect of our boys in lialy.

If they are not important enough to men-
tion it may be that they are of ne wvital
there. If they sre of no use there
are many parents here ~~ho would be mighty

use

| glad to have them sent home,

WILSON A, BURROWSR,
Yonkers, N. Y., Jan. 14, 1919,

A Plea for the Pianist

tlram Thae Columbin Evening Dispatehi
With Puderewski at the head of its gov-
ernment, Polatd should put up that West-

orn: mining eamp theatre sign: “Don’t shoot |

the pinnist; he is doing the best he can”

“Alms, for the Love of Allah!™

(Brom The 8t Paull Moiesr Prags)
Newt  after war charities we mav  be
ashagd to eonlribute tooa fund fop the v

hef of the $12,000-m-year Cabinet officers,

If some one asks him where his comraden
fell

In France, he moy grow garrulous. .
He may,

Or may he If he

Is sitting at dusk by n slow-emhered fire

And his pet grandehild questions him, why
then

He may begin to lear the guns again,

Hid handa may fumble toward the
erous wire

That:

“Sonny,” he'll sigh, “at Chateau Thisarry "

LEE WILEOXN DODD.

not. It ull depends

treach

Graves in France
(From Tha Yais

Revieuy

be & song;, a school

For many a day
O, the red treasure we have buried yonder
So far away!
0, that

the love

roor, panting must gn
WEeNIing
Through bloedy foum,
To find the soldier in his glory 2leeping
So fur from home!
Franee, we have loved thea! But beyvond
Wil measure
Onr love shall be
Slner in thy bosom we have hid our treasurs
Cf ugony
KARLE WILSON BARKER
Triumph
i n e '
LU | 1 t w
d
|
g
ug -
‘ thing
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You only eling tighter
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